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possess.    But if circumstances drive us into war with I he
English, by the influence of the auspicious fortune of
this Raj, we should fight and conquer.   The present time
however is not favourable.    The English, seeing their
opportunity, have put themselves into an attitude of
offence, and the conflict, if war be now undertaken, will
be desperate.    They will not rest satisfied without e.sto-
blishing their own power and authority, and will unite
with the Kill Rajas, whom we have dispossessed.   We
have hitherto but hunted deer; if we engage in this war,
we must prepare to fight tigers.    If the Raja would
listen to our advice, we would recommend the relinquish-
mcnt, for the present, of all lands recently occupied, so
as to avoid a rupture.    For if matters be pushed to ex-
tremity with the English, the whole concerns of the state
will be thrown into confusion. Matters in this quarter (i. e.
in the western hills, of which these three chiefs were go-
vernors) arc already in a distracted condition, and other
parts of the Goorlcha territory will similarly become
the scene of disorder.   The advocate of war, he who
proposes to fight and conquer the English (alluding to
Bhecm Sein,) has been bred up at court, and is a stran-
ger to the toil and hardships of a military life.   Even
now that he proposes war, his place is about your person,
By the influence of the auspicious fortune of this Raj
success would crown our efforts in the event of a rup-
ture : but our life has been passed in traversing forests,
with hatchets in our hands to collect wood and leaves,
and still we pursue the same occupation,   War we know
to bo an arduous undertaking;  it is so for veteran
troops, and for raw recruits must be much more so.
There is an old saying, that they best transact their